
Fridays, December 24 and 31, 2021Fridays, December 24 and 31, 202144  Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

NEED 
TO READ

In print and online, we 
are your No. 1 source 

for local news
Niagara Frontier 
Publications and 

www.wnypapers.com

ONLINE
wnypapers.com

► 2021: Our 
favorite artists

► Celebrating 
the season

► Sabres an-
nounce updated 
vaccine policy

► NYSUT 
statement on 
cancelation of 
January Regents 
exams

► Avoid these 
surprisingly com-
mon holiday ac-
cidents & injuries

► Healthy 
eating facts for 
the holidays, 
according to 
American Heart 
Association

► New fund-
ing to help coun-
ties with CO-
VID-19 response 
costs

► $230 mil-
lion in additional 
food assistance 
for New Yorkers 
in December

► New gal-
lery directors at 
NACC

► Indepen-
dent Health 
Foundation ‘First 
Night Buffalo 
at Home’ has 
robust virtual 
entertainment 
lineup; family 
party packs at 
Tops

PUBLISHER

Skip Mazenauer
GM/MANAGING EDITOR

Joshua Maloni
EDITOR IN CHIEF/SENTINEL EDITOR

Terrence P. Duffy
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA EDITORS

Joshua Maloni, Lucia Spiritosanto,
Toni Snyder
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Colleen Rebmann, Jeff Calarco, 
Marcy Lombardo
CIRCULATION

Kim Wendt
ACCOUNTING/OFFICE MANAGER

Kim Wendt

PRODUCTION MANAGER/

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Wendy Juzwicki
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 

Lucia Spiritosanto, Toni Snyder
CLASSIFIED MANAGER

Toni Snyder
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Jennifer Walowitz
CONTRIBUTING 

PHOTOGRAPHERS/REPORTERS

Michael J. Billoni, Kevin and Dawn Cobello,  
Michael DePietro, Karen Keefe, Nathan 
Keefe, Wayne Peters, Mark Williams Jr., 
David Yarger

Grand Island Publishing Corp. News-
paper is printed in the U.S.A. and all 
rights reserved. © 2021 by Grand Island 
Publishing Corp. No part of this publi-
cation may be reproduced or transmit-
ted in any form or by any means without 
written permission of the publisher. Un-
solicited manuscripts and photographs 
will be returned only if accompanied by 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

All letters, news releases and photos re-
ceived will be treated as unconditionally 
assigned for publication or brochure and 
are subject to Grand Island Publishing 
Corp’s. unrestricted right to edit, com-
ment or reject.

All original artwork, layout and design 
remain sole property of Grand Island 
Publishing Corp. Reproduction in whole 
or part of any advertisement is strictly 
forbidden.

Grand Island Publishing Corp. will not 
be liable for errors appearing in adver-
tisements beyond replacement of the 
space occupied by the error. The publish-
er reserves the right to reject any adver-

tisement at his sole discretion. Notifica-
tion must be made in writing within one 
week of publication. Verbal notifications 
will not be accepted.

Grand Island Publishing Corp. does not 
knowingly accept any kind of fraudulent 
advertising. We suggest you investigate 
thoroughly any advertisement before 
you reply.

Verbal cancellations will not be accept-
ed. Written authorization to cancel a 
display or commercial classified ad must 
be received by Grand Island Publishing 
Corp. before deadline for insertion.

The Tribune is published weekly.

Display Ads Deadline: MONDAY 5 PM

New York State Press Association, Ni-
agara County Builders Association, 
Grand Island Chamber of Commerce, 
Wheatfield Business  Association Inc., 
Niagara River Region Chamber of 
Commerce, The Niagara USA Cham-
ber.

              Niagara County 

Tribune/Sentinel
©2021 Niagara Frontier Publications

1859 Whitehaven Road 

Grand Island, N.Y. 14072

Phone (716) 773-7676
Fax (716) 773-7190

Editorial: 
Tribune@wnypapers.com

 Dispatch@wnypapers.com

Sentinel@wnypapers.com

   Advertising:
   NFPDesign@wnypapers.com

  Classifieds:
   NFPClassifieds@wnypapers.com

Circulation:
   NFPCirculation@wnypapers.com

Legals:
   legalnotice@wnypapers.com

Website:
 wnypapers.com

NIAGARA
FRONTIER
PUBLICATIONS

NYPA
NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

Founded February 14, 1987

Use of all submitted letters and editorials is at the discretion 
of Niagara Frontier Publications. All entries should include the 
writer’s/organization’s name, number and address. Submis-
sions, which may be edited for content/style/accuracy, do 
not necessarily refl ect the opinion of NFP staff.OpinionsOpinions

NFMMC: Vaccine clinics continue 
to make huge impact

Center has handled more than 75,000 vaccinations to date
GUEST EDITORIAL BY 
NIAGARA FALLS MEMORIAL 
MEDICAL CENTER

Over the past year, Niagara 
Falls Memorial Medical Center 
has been at the forefront of the 
effort to vaccinate our commu-
nity against COVID-19. Lead-
ing this charge is Memorial’s 
director of pharmacy services, 
Michelle Lewis, Pharm.D., 
MHA, BCACP.

Lewis, who was appointed this 
past spring as a member of the 
State Board for Pharmacy, has 
been with the Medical Center 
since 2005, providing exemplary 
care to both patients and the 
community. Along with regis-
tration staff and pharmacists, 
Lewis continues to educate and 
vaccinate the Niagara Region by 
hosting multiple community vac-
cination clinics each week.

This past week, one such clinic 
held at the Doris Jones Resource 

Center in Niagara Falls distrib-
uted 81 doses to both adults and 
children.

“There seems to be an in-
crease in vaccine demand in the 
community, as people are seeing 
the negative effects on their 
families, friends and coworkers 
that has been brought on by the 
COVID-19 infection,” Lewis said. 
“It is hitting too close to home 
for many people and, as they are 
getting their vaccines from us, 
have shared personal stories of 
loss and their drive to spread the 

word throughout their communi-
ties. 

“We will continue to serve 
these areas for the weeks and 
months to come, as we are 
scheduling clinics at Doris Jones 
and Abate Elementary each 
month in an effort to continue 
this service.”

To date, Michelle and her 
team have distributed 13,360 
COVID vaccinations. In addition, 
Memorial’s team played a valu-
able role through its partnership 
with the state-run mass-vacci-
nation site that was held at the 
Niagara Falls Conference Center 
this past year. Putting the total 
number of community vaccina-
tions handled by Memorial at 
75,489.

While Memorial is not re-
quired to administer vaccine 
clinics, we do so because of 
our unwavering commitment to 
serve the Niagara community. 

Community service is our mis-
sion and our passion.

Collaboration is key when 
measuring the success of these 
initiatives, and one such partner-
ship that Memorial values is that 
with the City of Niagara Falls.

“We are happy to continue to 
provide assistance to our city 
hospital,” Niagara Falls Mayor 
Robert Restaino said. “NFMMC 
has been a tremendous part-
ner with our administration in 
battling this virus. From our 
efforts to provide funding for 
testing early on last year, to our 
investment in the mobile unit 
just introduced by NFMMC, our 
investment in the hospital is an 
investment in our community.”

For more information on Me-
morial’s upcoming community 
vaccination clinics, visit nfmmc.
org/vaccine. 

Wydysh: Don’t ignore COVID 
– but don’t be paralyzed by it, either

As I write this column in the 
midst of the holiday season, 
fi rst, I want to extend to all of 
you my hope for a very festive 
and healthy time for you and 
your family, and for great things 
in the New Year. Whether you 
are staying home or traveling 
far, celebrating with a few close 
loved ones or having a large holi-
day celebration, I hope you fi nd 
peace and joy.

There is usually such a sense 
of optimism as we turn the page 
to the coming year. That, in 
many ways, I fi nd missing this 
year. Indeed, the never-ending 
pandemic has many of us at 
wit’s end. I know that we all had 
hoped that, by the close of 2021, 
COVID-19 would be much more 
behind us than is actually the 
case. 

So, while I undoubtedly 
believe people should continue 
to take all the necessary precau-
tions to keep themselves and 
their loved ones safe, starting 
with getting vaccinated or a 

booster shot, I 
believe our policy 
decisions from 
Albany and Wash-
ington need to 
start factoring in 
that COVID-19 is 
here to stay, just 
like many other 
communicable 
diseases. That 
means we learn 
to live our lives in 
this reality.

What do I mean by that? The 
fact is in March 2020, when 
much of the world shutdown, we 
were dealing with a new, un-
known threat. Policy leaders had 
to make very quick decisions 
while the scientifi c community 
played catch up to learn about 
this threat. That is no longer 
the case. So, while we need our 
best and brightest minds in the 
scientifi c community focused 
on both treating and prevent-
ing COVID-19 – including new 
variants, thus avoiding these 

periodic surges in our hospitals 
– our public policy approach to 
the pandemic needs to evolve.

Take our schools, as an ex-
ample. The fact is addressing the 
negative setback to our children, 
in both learning and social devel-
opment, from closed schools and 
then remote learning is a monu-
mental task. Current policies 
on quarantining students have 
continued the disruption, and 
the state is just now adopting a 
“test-to-stay” program that will 
keep most kids in school rather 
than sitting home for 10 days 
when they are fi ne. 

Next, we have the business 
community. We lost many busi-
nesses during the time of clo-
sure, and many more just barely 
survived. These businesses 
employ people, add to our tax 
base and, simply put, are part 
of the fabric of our community. 
Their success is important to all 
of us, yet they continue to face 
signifi cant challenges.

Then there are the large so-

cietal issues. We saw increases 
in opioid and other substance 
abuse overdoses and deaths. 
People were not getting their 
routine health checks, including 
cancer screenings, which put 
their health at risk. The nega-
tive impact on nursing home 
residents who were isolated 
from family members caused 
unspeakable heartbreak for so 
many. These are very real prob-
lems that matter.

Fighting the unknown CO-
VID-19 enemy made leaders 
take drastic steps regardless of 
the consequences. Now, going 
forward, those consequences 
need to at the forefront of any 
policy decisions. Let the com-
ing year be the one where we 
neither ignore the pandemic nor 
are paralyzed by it, but rather do 
what we can to keep ourselves 
safe and healthy, and acknowl-
edge there is more to life than 
COVID-19. 

Becky Wydysh
Chairwoman

NIAGARA 
COUNTY 
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